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mK>»m>m fob the xaiMrcoR 



SUBJUCT: Bow "PercmiEftt'' 1b the Soviet Ceatial Qrox^ of 
Tarawa in CzechoBlQre3siAt 



1* Xbe Central OieoMp of Soviet Forces^ Czechoslovakia (0(7) 
l9 dleiK>aed politically^ zather than mlUtarlly and shows elgns 
of ixspermxi&nce, TtxlB sltuatlcffi is contrary to estlaiates inade 
iasaedlately after tbe invasion wbich forecast the penoanent 
stationing of strong Soviet foreea disposed in a militarily 
Ipgical posturei i.e., two Soviet field anales (about 8 divisions) 
protecting the C2ech**Weat Germa border* 

2. Ihe validity of early eatlaates was quickly thrown into 
doubt when the best candidate for a permanently f or«axtl<^e^qyed 
awor la Caechoslovakla^ the Uth Guards Aitay frow the Baltic, 
retunoed to the USSR. Ihe forces that reaalned la Caechoslovakla 
were disposed well awsgr f rcai the Cwch-West German border, priiaarily 
in Slovakia, strung out In an east-^west line near the Polish border. 
Of some 550 eottbat aircraft deployed for the Intervention, all but 
five or six squadrons of interceptors (80*odd aircraft) returned 
to home bases. Bae commander of CO* tvuued out to be the 
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tvD^star general vho also caamaAB the 3dth Guards Anoy of the 
Oftxvatbljui Military Cifltrlct a lov'-znnlcer for a Qvov^j^ of 
fbrcea ccuaaander. 

3. nxe current streogtb aodi dlapocrltioa of Soviet troopa 
In CsedbLoslovakLa is a natter of eoaie difi^ute arong order of 
battle acalyete, but the aootaftliee in themselves are revealing* 
Apparently headaustrters elenents from the 38th Guards Aanay 
eondtitute the headq^uartere of the Central Qroup of Forces (GOV). 
Order of battle evidence Is murkyf but it Indicates that s(aae 
divisions of the 3Qth Guards Army are located in CaRechoslovakiay 
idiile at least one division rsmine in the fIBSB* Uhless sosse 
imdetected reshuffling has tafcen place, ve are faced with the 
uniprecedented deployiooGent of a Soviet anqy over 350 nlles of 
territozy both inside and outside the USSR* 

k. Tti^ three divisiaaas of the 30th Guards Anuy are the 
on3y divl8loxu» clalaed to be f Imly idaatlf led as remaining 
iDilde Czechoslovakia. Xhese are strung out on an east^-vest 
line in Moravia and Slovakia. Hhey appear to be further spread 
out in regis^nteil and battalion^sized groups in broad areas of 
divisional responsibility — i,e», la political rather than 
mlXtory dispositions^ 
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3* Ibe Intelllgeifice ccmsxunlty bskn accepted the probable 
existence of two mr^ dinslone In the extreioe aorthern area 
of Boheala* These division*" are not ideistlfied as to dealgnatloa 
or eren origin. Ttiere are some indlcatioaa that these elements 
are not real dlvlelooB^ but ad hQC groMplngs of troope, tailored 
for popul&tlon control. 



J they my be laade iqp of atav-behlnd regliaents detadtied from 



nriam Soviet dlvlaiona froai JQaat OerBttoy^ Poland^ or the USSR. 
At any rate the evidence supporting designation of these additional 
unite as divisions (vblch ve allowed for in SIB ll-ll*-) la not veiy 
convincing and becomet^ less ao as tlae goes lyr without a clue as 
to Identlf loatlon^ 



25X1 6. 



analysts generally 



agree that the disposition of the ground tropps of the Central 
OroHp of Forces (COP) la political and their oisanlsatlon mke- 
shift* They further aipree that the Sack of proper tactical air 
aray Is a laystery if CQSP is la lUct a pexMnent Soviet deployment. 
They note that the Southern Groiq? of Forces^ Hungaryi ^Ich also 
has sB3re political than military significance » nevertheless -uus 
quickly provided with a facrto tactical air army* The 8o-odd 
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aircraft of the Oarp&tbian. MD tactical air ansQr (first XAA) 
ncni la Cxechoslo^rakia do suot ccsEiatltute an air arxnor or eyeii aa 
air dlvlftloa; they are ajQparently operating aa eeparate regliaents 
and sqjuadrona. 

7« All these aaczgalltd in the caiqpo^ltioa and dleposltion 
of CCBf point to an eesectlally non^Htary and non«-peraanent 
po0t\ire; they suggest ^ thout^ they do not prove^ a Soviet intent 
eiPMituMly to withdraw troqp» froat Cee(dK>slovaIcla* At a ailnlinum 
they Indicate that tbore hae been no Soviet decision to repair 
the veakecxed Warsav Pact southern flank In Central Europe by 
redeplojrlzig Sofviet troops« 

6. ^ the Sovlats withdraw from Czechoslovakia, the zainlfl-- 
cations for estlaates of the Soviet strategic stance v1shi**v1s 
WIO TOidd be far •-reaching. The case for the Warsaw Fact attack 
against HATO (never very strong, but nonetheless the backbone of 
RASO planning) would bo greatly weakened. !Qie ""increased threat" 
notion vhldi has been used as a stiff ener within MTO woiild go 

In smoke. Farther^ withdrawal from Czechoslovakia would 
probably be tantaiooimt to the Junking of standing Soviet military 
pZaas to laeet contingencies in Central Surope« In view of the 
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eventa of the pa^t year^ it Beems Incredible that the SoTiets 
vould believe on the baeia of renewed confidence in the 
reliability of Czech forces that tiusy had x^establlehed the 
politico-oilitaxy utatxia jgo agte> 

9* Of course, -Que case can be aade that the pxobloiod of 
reliability ere not really resolved Ify retaining Soviet forces 
in Caedxoslavakia. In fact^ the political reaction to the 
contlQMi^d presence of Soviet troops probably adds to the 
reliability probleou If Soviets see it this vay> they 
have a ffiilitary-atratetsic incentive to vithdiw. Their basic 
tailitary options wero (as ve originally estioated) to establish 
a Sotriet front to replace the Csechs> or to Junk a large part of 
their strategic plans. l!he only basis for concltading otherwise 
is an assumption that Csecb a:ieliabillty and the Soviet view of 
it has resaalned unchanged despite the events of the past year« 

10. In om., from a military point of view Soviet forces in 
CiEechoslovakia do not look pemsnentr Deployments are patently 
political^ saking little military sense^ and constituting no 
increased threat to HAID; the Soviet occ\J3?ation xoay actually be 
redxicixsg Waraav Pact capabilities against KftTO because of adverse 
political iiapact within Csech forces. 

AS80S SKm, 
Director 

- 5 ^ Batio'x^ £atl23tfites 
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